So RIGHTS OF MAN- Part II, 

tot ne national confumption *. — In ihort, the evils of the arifto- 
cr-itical fyiiem are fo great and numerous, fo incpnfiftent with 
every thing that is juft, wife, natural, and beneficent, that when 
they are confidered, there ought not to be a doubt that many, 
^vho are now clafted under that defcription, will wiih to fee fuch 
a fyftem abolilhed. 

What pleafure can they derive from contemplating the ex- 
pofed condition, and almoft certain beggary of their younger 
offspring ? Every ariftocratical family has an appendage of fa- 
mily beggars hanging round it, which in a few ages, or a few 
generations, are (hook off, and confole themfelves with telling 
their tale in alms-houfes, work-houfes, and prifons. This is the 
natural confequence of ariftocracy. The peer and the beggar 
are often of the fame family. One extreme produces the other : 
to make one rich many mu ft be made poor ; neither can the- fy- 
ftem be fupported by other means. 

There are two dalles of people to whom the laws of England 
are particularly hoftile, and thofe the moft helplefs ; younger 
children and the poor. Of the former I have juft fpoken ; of 
the latter I lhall mention one inftance out of the many that 
might be produced, and with which I lhall clofe this fubjed. 

Several laws are in exiftence for regulating and limiting work- 
men’s wages. Why not leave tham as free to make their own 
bargains, as the law makers are to let their farms and houfes ? 
Periona! labour is all the property they have. Why is that lit- 
tle, asid the little freedom they erjoy to be infringed? But the 
injuftice will appear iironger, if we confider the operation and 
effect of fuch laws. When wages* are fixed by what is called 
law, the legal wages remain ftationary, while every thing elfe is 
prc-greffion ; and as thofe who make that law, ftill continue t© 
lay on new ta;ces by other laws, they encreafe the expence of li- 
ving by one law, and take away the means by another. 

But if thofe gentlemen law makers and tax-makers thought it 
ight to limit the poor pittance which perfonal labour can pro- 
duce, and on which a whole family is to be fupported, they cer- 
tainly muft feel themfelves happily indulged in a limitation on 
Teirown part, of not lefs than twelve thoufand a year, and that 
of property they never acquired, (nor probably any of their an- 
ceftors) and of which they have made fo ill a ufe. 

Having now fmiftied this fubjedt, [ lhall bring the feveral par- 
ticulars into one view, and then proceed to other matters. 

The firft Eight Articles are brought forward from page 65. 

1. Abolition of two million poor-rates. 

2. Provifion for two hundred and fifty-two thoufand poor 

families, at the rate of four pounds per head for each child under 
fourteen years of age ; which, with the addition of two hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds, provides alfo education for one million 
amd thirty thoufand children. ✓ 

* See the reports on the corn trade. 
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3. Annuity of fix pounds (per ann.) each for all poor perfons, 
decayed tradefmen, or others (fuppofed feventy thouiand) oftthe 
age of fifty years, and until fixfy. 

Annuity of ten pounds each for life for all poor perfons, 
decayed rradefmen, and others fuppofed feventy thouiani) of 
the age of fixty years. * 

Donation of twenty {hillings each for Fifty thoufand birtas. 

6 . Dotation of iwenty fhillirgs each for twenty thoufand 
marriages. 

7. Allowance of twenty thoufand pounds for the funeral ex- 
pences of perfons tra'. elling for work, and dying at a diftance 
from their friends. 

8. Employment at all times for the cafual poor in the cities of 
London and Weftminfter. 


Second Enumeration. 

9. Abolition of the tax on houfes and windows. 

ic. Allowance of three ihillings per week for life to fifteen 
thoufand di (banded foldiers, and a proportionable allowance to 
the oflicers of the diibanded corps. 

11. Encrfcafe of pay to the remaining foldicrs of 19,500!. 
annually. 

12. The fame allowance to the dhbanded navy, and the lame 
encreafe of pay, as to the army. 

13. Abolition of the commutation tax. 

J4. Plan of a progreftive tax, operating to extirpate the unjuft 
and unnatural law of primogeniture, and the vicious influence of 
the ariftocratical fyftem *. 

There yet remains, as already dated, one million of furplus 
taxes. Some part of this will be required for circumftanees that 
do not immediately prefent themfelves, and f uch part as (hall no^ 

When enquiries aremadc into the condition of the poor , various ce* 
of dithers will moft probably be found, 'to. render a dinerent ^p^figeincnt 
referable to that which is already propofed. \V idows witj^milies will 
here there are hufbands living^Th'ere is al fo a 


be in greater want than wncrc mere are numanus m nit/ 
diftercncc in the expence of living in different comitriej^and more loin tucl 
Suppofe then fifty thoufand extraordinary cafes ^ the rate of 


10I. per family per ann. 

100,000 families, at 81. per family pep 4 nn. 

100.000 Families, at 7I. per family per ann. 

104.000 Families, at 5I. per family per ann 
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And inftead of ten Ihillings per head for the education or other 
children, to allow fifty Ihillings per family for that purpoie to 
fifty thouiand families - 


£■ 

500.000 

800.000 

700.000 
5. -,0,000 


2 co.ooo 


1 40,000 Aged perfons as before, 


2,770,000 
i,j 20,000 


3,890,000 

This arrangement amounts to the fame fum as dated in page 63, inclu- 
ding the 250,0001. for education/, but it provides (including the aged 
people) for four hundred and four thouiand families, which L almoft one 
third of all the families in England* 


